412                    E. H. HARRIMAN
When the fight for supremacy began between the Hyde and Alexander factions, Mr. Harriman suggested that a committee of the board be appointed to investigate the charges and counter-charges made by the contending parties. Several of the directors, including Chauncey M. Depew, thought that such action would be premature, and at their request Harriman refrained from putting his suggestion into the form of a motion. Some time later, however, the committee was appointed, and he himself was made a member of it. The other members were H. C. Frick (chairman), Brayton Ives, Cornelius N. Bliss, and M. E. Ingalls. This committee, after a thorough and impartial investigation, reported that the organization and management of the Equitable were generally bad, and that neither Hyde nor Alexander was fit for the place that he occupied. The committee therefore recommended that the company be reorganized; that the president, first vice-president, and second vice-president be requested to resign, and that a special committee of seven be appointed to nominate candidates for election in their places.
In view of the possible loss of their positions and power, both factions then combined, temporarily, for self-protection; and at the next meeting of the directors succeeded in having the report rejected by a majority vote. Frick, Bliss, and Harriman there-